Living Faith into Action: Friends Testimonies

Excerpts from Northern Yearly Meeting’s Faith and Practice (several chapters) and other sources

Care for the Earth (pp. 21-30)
Friends’ historic testimonies on simplicity, community, integrity, equality, and peace all remind us to use the gifts
of creation wisely, not to take more than we need, and to be aware of the ways our actions affect others. More
recently, Friends have felt a need to speak more specifically about our responsibilities for stewardship and earth
care. Northern Yearly Meeting first voiced these concerns as a body in 1988, approving this minute:
“Gathering on Holy Ground, we are feeling a concern for nature, for God’s creation as well as what
harm we are doing to God'’s creation. We perceive this as a spiritual concern.”
In 1993, another NYM minute stated,
We as Friends affirm our spiritual relationship with nature. Our concern for the earth is interwoven in all
aspects of our lives, and we recognize that we are responsible for helping to maintain the precarious
balance in all of Creation.”

Integrity (pp. 31-34)
“Integrity is a wholeness that comes when actions are in accordance with beliefs....”

Peace (pp. 35-40)

“The peace testimony of early Friends was rooted in their personal experience of the love and power of Christ.
When George Fox was offered release from prison if he would serve in Cromwell’s army he responded: “. .. [/
told them I lived in the virtue of that life and power that took away the occasion for all wars, and I knew from
whence all wars did rise . . . I told them that | was come into the covenant of peace which was before wars and
strife were.” - George Fox, 1651...

This peace testimony of early Quakers was not based on some principle that they developed, but on their
experience of Divine grace through which they came into the covenant of peace....

Individual Quakers and Quaker Meetings have struggled to discern their leading with respect to witnessing to the
peaceable kingdom. There is great diversity among us regarding the question of whether some violence can reach
a point where it can no longer be constrained by non-violent means. Some Friends have been led to be
conscientious participants in the effort to constrain violence, even to the point of participating in physical forms of
constraint.

As Quakers seeking to live in the life and power that takes away all occasion for war, certain principles have
prevailed as witness to our testimony:

We repudiate war...

We seek to stop preparation for war...

We seek to eliminate the seeds of war....

We seek to sow the seeds of peace.

Equality (pp.41-46)

The excitement of the very first Friends was the radical understanding that the Divine is still present in all of
creation....The understanding that any of the individuals gathered in community for worship may be the one to
share Light underpins all of our desire to fully practice the testimony of equality......

Northern Yearly Meeting is reaching in and out to experience more fully the deepest meanings of being inclusive
and nurturing. We want to recognize and celebrate diversity. We are called to act wherever we see inequality. We
want to engage with each other and our wider communities now to create opportunities for this vision of a more
just society....

This handout of excerpts was compiled by Julia Isaacs (inquirers@madisonfriends.org) and was last updated June 2025.




Simplicity (pp. 47-50)

“Simplicity is essential to our relationship with the Divine. It is the deepest leading of spiritual life in stewarding
needs, time, money, possessions and energy for the purpose of our relationship with the Divine. Inward and
visible simplicity are the characteristic way, sign, and witness to the spiritual life of Friends.....”

Community (pp. 51-62)

Friends are called to live as a gathered people of God. As Friends meet together, we come to know one another in
a spiritual dimension as well as the social dimension....Together, we invite awareness of the presence of the Spirit
in our worship and work. Together, we listen for the Spirit’s leadings. A longing for spiritual connection brings us
into community......

Wilmer Cooper, A Living Faith, (1990, 2001) from Chapter 8, the Quaker Testimonies)

“A testimony is an outward expression of an inward leading of the Spirit. ....In reviewing the social testimonies it
is difficult to know what to include and what to omit. It is clear that the testimonies already mentioned (integrity,
simplicity, peace and equality) constitute the central Quaker testimonies of our day.”

Eric Moon, “Categorically not the Testimonies,” Friends Journal, May/June 2013
"Testimonies are something Quakers do, not something we talk about. But lately Friends have been doing a lot of
talking about testimonies, usually in categorical boxes: simplicity, peace, integrity, community, and equality. By
contrast, early Friends used the word “testimony” to mean a number of different things:
e the overall message and witness of Quakers

a vocal ministry
inward evidence, as in Barclay’s Proposition 4: “this inward testimony or seed of God”
a Friend’s sense of being led to recurring ministry
a Friend’s career in ministry, taken as a whole

....About the only meaning early Friends didn’t have for “testimony” was that of modern Friends, i.e., one of
four five, or six categories into which God’s work through Friends can be sorted.

{Moon provides many reasons why he does not like the listing of testimonies into categories, including}

Fourth, the SPICE boxes do not lead inquirers to appreciate Quakers’ historic involvement with indigenous
peoples, with prisoners, with the mentally ill, with victims of war. Decades before their neighbors, Quakers
worked in solidarity with such folks, not by some tepid commitment to equality and peace as abstractions but by
sensing that God first loved them, and we were drawn to be—and blessed in being—part of that greater love.

..More importantly, beyond their failure to depict history accurately, the short list of truthy Quaker virtues may be
failing us as a means of discipling, i.e., of growing new Quakers and re-energizing old ones. .... Words that may
function as paragraph headings in a high school report on Quaker history may serve much less well for Quaker
practitioners—we who most need to understand our history...

For more on living faith into action and Friends testimonies, see:

e Social justice page of Madison Friends Meeting web site (https://madisonfriends.org/social-justice/) which
describes our Peace, Social and Earth Concerns Committee; our Public minutes
https://madisonfriends.org/public-minutes/ and a list of Quaker Organizations,
https://madisonfriends.org/quaker-organizations-social-justice/ including Friends Committee on National

Legislation and American Friends Service Committee,
e QuakerSpeak videos such as, A Quaker lobbyist on Capitol Hill (Ruth Flower of Friends Committee on
National Legislation, (2016); or Why I Blockaded 40000 tons of coal with a lobster boat (Jay O’Hara, 2015).
e Chase, Steve. (2012). Letters to a Fellow Seeker. A short Introduction to the Quaker Way (2012).




