
 
July 12, 2025 Madison Friends Meeting forum – short version/summary of 

Daniel Hunter’s June 1 presentation “Defending Our Democracy” 
 
QUERIES: 

• As players in Team Democracy: What are we fighting for – not against? What do we 
want to build? 

• Team Democracy’s goals, strategies: What are your feelings when you think about 
non-cooperation? Fears? Excitement?  

• What can we do as Quakers? As a Meeting? 
• How can we support each other to do what we need to? 

 

 
Suggestions for using Daniel Hunter Presentation: 
https://quakercall.net/resources 

• link to the talk  
• link to the slide deck 
• list of additional resources  

 
A few selections from the longer list of additional resources: 
 

Numerous Website Links connected to Choose Democracy 
• Main Site https://choosedemocracy.us 
• Boycott Tracker https://choosedemocracy.us/boycott-central  
• BlueSky Resistance Tracker https://choosedemocracy.us/resist-list  
• Tracking Trackers Compilation https://choosedemocracy.us/tracking-trackers  
• What can I do to stop a coup? https://choosedemocracy.us/what-can-i-do  

 
Waging Nonviolence Newsletter 
https://wagingnonviolence.org 
 
For groups who are wanting more training in noncooperation 
Freedom Trainers www.freedomtrainers.net 
 

  “By themselves, rulers cannot collect taxes, enforce repressive laws and regulations,  
keep trains running on time, prepare national budgets, direct traffic, manage ports, 
print money, repair roads, keep markets supplied with food, make steel, build 
rockets, train the police and army, issue postage stamps or even milk a cow.  
 

People provide these services to the ruler through a variety of organizations and 
institutions. If people would stop providing these skills, the ruler could not rule.” 
 

- Gene Sharp 

Full June 1 presentation video is here: https://vimeo.com/1089575420 
RECOMMENDED WATCHING! 

Daniel’s presentation had an uplifting effect on those who watched it on June 1. 
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From allies in other countries: 

 

 

 

“Dear all American friends, first and foremost YOU ARE NOT ALONE! Please know this 
and hold it close to your hearts, because beyond the hard truths of this moment, there 
are millions of people around the world who have felt like you, and who like you too have 
stood up against authoritarian tyrants and their oppression. It is true that this is a time 
where everything feels shocking and overwhelming, but just as we have resisted abroad, 
your determination and resistance is keeping hope alive.  

I’m from Nicaragua, and I have lived through repression and exile, through the painful 
passing of time and even the temptation of finding refuge in passive stability. But me and 
all Nicaraguans continue to stand up, in exile and internally, refusing to let our hopes for 
democracy and a prosperous inclusive future die not only in our country but the world.  

Tyrants fall, look at Syria, look at history, and yes it is complicated and messy, but it is a 
historical fact. This is a global fight for global democracy. We need to stay strong, 
connected and close to each other. Beyond the US border, you have allies who are 
rooting for you and ready to offer the support you need. So count on us and know you are 
not alone.”  

-An ally from Nicaragua 

"As we look back since January in disbelief of how fast democracy has crumbled/caved 
into despair, we your allies fighting our struggles across Africa are reminded that it didn't 
start this year. This is a story that has taken many turns and twists and for those who've 
been around longer, could be a cycle. We have been here before and that should be 
assurance that there are brighter days ahead.  

This is yet another opportunity for everyone to re-imagine a world for everyone, without 
war and prejudice, rather where the laws of nature apply. There can be nowhere better to 
learn from than nature.  

We choose hope because only those that find the inner hope and belief will keep at it. 
These are difficult days to be hopeful but we must find it. Because only then are we going 
to organize and mobilize better, wiser like never before. We must find light in the chaos 
of this moment to build the bridges of a new narrative. One that is not about "othering" 
but convergence in divergence. America's influence is unquestionable, as seen in this 
moment, so the more reason why you must organize within and without. Aluta 
Continua!!" 

-An ally from Kenya 


